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Glomar responses are commonly associated with the United States Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA), which generally dictates how federal agencies must disclose information. The term "Glomar"
originated in association with the FOIA law.

What the FOIA is GLOMAR?!

Case in point: the term “Glomar” is often used to describe a FOIA response where the agency
neither confirms nor denies (NCND) the existence of responsive records. Knowing where this term
comes from can help understand why agencies issue this type of response.

FOIA Update: OIP Guidance: Privacy "Glomarization"

All federal agencies realize that the processing of third-party requests under the Freedom of
Information Act -- requests for records on other named individuals -- can involve sensitive personal
privacy considerations.

We FOIA'd every agency's ‘Glomar’ responses. Here’s what
we learned.
Almost 50 years later, the name of the ship lives on in the so-called “ Glomar” doctrine. Although

originally used in the context of a classified Cold War operation, today agencies refuse to “confirm or
deny” the existence of records in a wide array of instances.

Glomar Responses | FOIA Basics for Activists

n

Agencies can make a variety of determinations to your FOIA request. One of these is a “no records
or Glomar determination. When using Glomar response agencies are categorically refusing to even
confirm or deny the existence of the records you requested.

Shhh! Don’t Say Glomar Anymore - Yale Journal on
Regulation
Summary: This post summarizes a report adopted by the FOIA Advisory Committee on March 10,

2022, regarding the use of a Glomar response to neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
responsive to a FOIA request.

Glomar - OTMLaw

Learn more about what is Glomar, why it matters, and read OTMLAW'’s responses and legal actions
to defend the rights of Americans against unwanted surveillance by the police.
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A so-called "Glomar" response is one in which an agency refuses to confirm or deny the existence of
responsive records.

The Glomar Hustle | Law Street Media

It’s known as “Glomar” among the federal agencies that invoke it. Glomar, a euphemism for “neither
confirm nor deny (NCND),” shows up frequently in PoliScio Analytics’ competitive-intelligence...

NCND/Glomar: When Agencies Neither Confirm Nor Deny
the Existence of ...
The Glomar response arose from a 1975 FOIA request to the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)

inquiring about the agency’s operation to employ a recovery vessel—known as the Hughes Glomar
Explorer —to recover a sunken Soviet nuclear submarine.



