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What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? by Frederick
Douglass

Behold the practical operation of this internal slave-trade, the American slave-trade, sustained by
American politics and America religion. Here you will see men and women reared like swine for the
market.

What to the Negro Is the Fourth of July?

What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer; a day that reveals to him, more than all
other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim.

What to the Slave Is tlle Fourth of July? (1852)

so to end the "peculiar Institution" of slavery. The force of his words-grounded In an appeal to what
America repre sents-Is probably nowhere better illustrated than in the Fourth of July address that he
delivered in 1852 at the Invitation of the Lad es' Anti Slavery Society in Rochester, New York. True
to the occasion, Do

What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? is the title now given
toa...

on. The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and indepe dence, bequeathed by your fathers,
is shared by you, not by me. The sunlight that brought light and healing to you, has brought stripes
and death to me. This Fourth July is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn. To drag man in
fetters into the grand illuminated

What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? (1852)

Frederick Douglass was born an enslaved person in Maryland, later escaping into freedom and
emerging as one of the leading abolitionist voices in the nineteenth century. In June 1852, he
delivered this Independence Day address to the Rochester Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society.
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Frederick Douglass' speech, "What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?" offers a compelling and
visceral exploration of the lived experiences of enslaved people in America.
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Fredrick. What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? Speech delivered on July 5th, 1852 to the
Rochester Ladies’ Anti-Slaver Society at Corinthian Hall in Rochest



Frederick Douglass, What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?

Behold the practical operation of this internal slave-trade, the American slave-trade, sustained by
American politics and America religion. Here you will see men and women reared like swine for the
market.

“What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?” - Civic Ed

What to the American slave is your Fourth of July! answer, a day that reveals to him, more than all
other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim.
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