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Tonsillitis - Symptoms & causes - Mayo Clinic

Why do tonsils get infected? The tonsils are the immune system's first line of defense against germs
and viruses that enter the mouth. This work puts the tonsils at high risk of infection. But the tonsil's
immune system work slows after puberty. This might explain why adults rarely have tonsilitis.

Tonsillitis - Diagnosis & treatment - Mayo Clinic

Surgery Surgery to remove tonsils, called a tonsillectomy, can treat tonsillitis that comes back often,
ongoing tonsillitis or bacterial tonsillitis that doesn't respond to antibiotic treatment. Tonsillitis that
comes back often is defined as: At least seven times in the year before. At least five times a year in
the past two years. At least three times a year in the past three years. A ...

Tonsillectomy - Mayo Clinic
There's one tonsil on each side. Tonsillectomy was once used to treat infection and inflammation of

the tonsils. This is a condition called tonsillitis. Tonsillectomy still is used for this condition, but only
when tonsillitis happens often or doesn't get better after other treatments.

Tonsil cancer - Diagnosis and treatment - Mayo Clinic
To diagnose tonsil cancer, a healthcare professional might start by looking closely at your mouth and

throat. Other tests and procedures might include imaging tests and a procedure to remove some
cells for testing.
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Tonsils: Tiny, but pack a big punch - Mayo Clinic News
Network

The tonsils play an essential role in keeping you healthy. These small, oval-shaped pads at the back
of the throat are part of the immune system and make white blood cells. These cells attack and
prevent germs that enter your body and making you sick. While small in size, the tonsils can cause
considerable pain and discomfort if inflamed. This inflammation is called tonsillitis and typically ...



Tonsil cancer - Symptoms and causes - Mayo Clinic

Tonsil cancer is considered a kind of throat cancer. Tonsil cancer happens in the part of the throat
that's behind the mouth, called the oropharynx. Cancer that starts in this part of the throat is
sometimes called oropharyngeal cancer. Treatments for tonsil cancer include surgery, radiation
therapy and chemotherapy.

Tonsil cancer care at Mayo Clinic

People with tonsil cancer receive care in Mayo Clinic's Head and Neck Cancer Center. Advanced
diagnosis and treatment Mayo Clinic doctors have access to the latest methods for diagnosing and
treating tonsil cancer. Head and neck cancer specialists offer: HPV testing for every tonsil cancer.

Tuesday Q and A: Self-care steps may help prevent tonsil
stones from ...
ANSWER: Tonsil stones form when substances become logged in the crevices of your tonsils. If you

are prone to tonsil stones, having your tonsils removed is the most effective way to solve the
problem. If, however, you prefer not to do that, there are ways you can safely remove tonsil stones.



