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Tenseness - Wikipedia
Unlike most distinctive features, the feature [tense] can be interpreted only relatively, often with a
perception of greater tension or pressure in the mouth, which, in a language such as English,
contrasts between two corresponding vowel types: a tense vowel and a lax vowel.

Lax vs Tense Vowels (Explained) - Tag Vault
Welcome to our comprehensive guide on understanding the difference between lax and tense vowels
in American English. As you navigate the intricacies of pronunciation, it’s essential to grasp the
distinction between these two types of vowels and how they impact your speech.

Chapter 1 – Vowel Sounds – A Short Introduction to English
Pronunciation
Vowels can be tense or lax. Tense vowels are pronounced with more tension in the vocal tract and
lax vowels are pronounced with less tension. This video from Learn English with TIE explains
differences between tense vowels and lax vowels.

2.7 Classifying Vowels – Essentials of Linguistics
English makes a distinction between tense and lax vowels, which is a distinction that a lot of other
languages don’t have. Tense vowels are made with greater tension in the muscles of the vocal tract
than lax vowels.

3 Vowels - University of California, Irvine
We can also divide vowels into two categories called tense and lax vowels. This is a distinction that
separates pairs of vowels like those in sheep (/iy/) and ship (/ɪ/), late (/ey/) and let (/ɛ/), fool (/uw/)
and full (/ᴜ/).

6.2 Tense and lax vowels – An Introduction to American
English Phonetics
GA vowels can be divided into two groups: lax vowels, which can only occur in closed syllables
(ending in a consonant), and tense vowels, which have no such restriction.

2.1. English Vowels – Phonetics and Phonology - Corpus
20 vowels in total: 2.1.2. Classification of vowels. 1. Length of the sound. 2. Position of the tongue. 3.
Shape of the lips.



Describing Vowels – ENGL6360 Descriptive Linguistics for
Teachers
Vowels that are called tense are said to have more extreme positions of the tongue and/or the lips
than vowels that are lax. The production of tense vowels involves bigger changes from a mid-central
position in the mouth.

Tense and Lax Vowels with Examples in English
The pronunciation of tense vowels involves the closing movement of the back of the tongue with a
simultaneous change from unrounded to rounded lips. Lax vowels are shorter than tense vowels in
length.

Lax Vowels vs. Tense Vowels - What's the Difference? | This
vs. That
Lax vowels and tense vowels are two categories of vowel sounds in English. Lax vowels are
characterized by a more relaxed and shorter pronunciation, while tense vowels are produced with
more muscular tension and are longer in duration.


