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Slaves would be kept in bondage for life, or for a fixed period of time after which they would be
granted freedom. [3] Although slavery is usually involuntary and involves coercion, there are also
cases where people voluntarily enter into slavery to pay a debt or earn money due to poverty.
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Many slaves were the offspring of slaves. Some people were enslaved as a punishment for crime or
debt, others were sold into slavery by their parents, other relatives, or even spouses, sometimes to
satisfy debts, sometimes to escape starvation.
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As a result, the children of enslaved women legally became slaves. Before the rise of the American
Revolution, the first debates to abolish slavery emerged.
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Slaves worked harder, propelling their owners to new, previously unimagined heights of wealth and
power. As they did, slave owners expanded their plantations and demanded more and more slaves,
as slaves proved to be an extraordinarily valuable form of labor.
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From inventing dry-cleaning to sugar refining to the first steamboat propeller, African Americans
have been active contributors to the economic, political, and social legacies of the United States.
Much of U.S. history, however, is contextualized by the system of slavery that was imposed on
African Americans for 250 years—and how those born under that system and in its aftermath have
crafted ...

The History of Slavery in the United States From Beginning
to [N J
The monstrous institution of slavery was ended. Now came the monumental task of Reconstruction,

of integrating former slaves into the economic, political, and social fabric of the nation—a task that
is still, generations later, ongoing.



Slavery In History - Free the Slaves

1995 Christian Solidarity International, a Swiss-based charity, begins to liberate slaves in Southern
Sudan by buying them back. The policy ignites widespread controversy—many international
agencies argue that buying back slaves supports the market in human beings and feeds resources to
slaveholders.



