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MEDICAL NEMESIS - Ivan Illitch - ratical.org

Medical nemesis is resistant to medical remedies. It can be reversed only through a recovery of the
will to self-care among the laity, and through the legal, political, and institutional recognition of the
right to care, which imposes limits upon the professional monopoly of physicians.

Limits to Medicine - Wikipedia

Limits to Medicine, also known as Medical Nemesis, is a book by Ivan Illich, first published in 1975.
Illich claimed that medicine had increasingly gained social control over people's lives, leading to
iatrogenic effects, with physicians as the key players in the process.

Ivan Illich’s Medical Nemesis at 50 | British Journal of
General Practice
This year sees the 50th anniversary of the publication of Medical Nemesis: The Expropriation of

Health by Ivan Illich,1 a book that has had the same impact on the language of health care as
George Orwell’s 1984 has had on the language of politics.

Medical Nemesis Summary | SuperSummary

In his work of medical nonfiction, Medical Nemesis: The Expropriation of Health is (1975), Ivan Illich
explores the shortcomings of 1970s healthcare in industrialized societies, and how this healthcare is
damaging society and our resilience to illness.

Medical Nemesis: The Expropriation of Health: Illich, Ivan ...
- Amazon
with this opening assertion, Ivan Illich - one of the most brilliant social critics of our time - launches

a devastating analysis into "iatrogenesis" (doctor-made illness), examing what medicine really does,
as opposed to the myth that has been built around it.

Medical nemesis : the expropriation of health : Illich, Ivan,
1926-2002 ...

"The medical establishment has become a major threat to health. The disabling impact of
professional control over medicine has reached the proportions of an epidemic.

Limits to medicine. Medical nemesis: the expropriation of



health

The closest I ever came to a religious experience was listening to Ivan Illich. A charismatic and
passionate man surrounded by the fossils of the academic hierarchy in Edinburgh, he argued that
“the major threat to health in the world is modern medicine.”

Medical Nemesis 50 years on - The Lancet

In 1976, Ivan Illich, a Catholic priest and social theorist, published a book based on lectures he had
given to physicians in Edinburgh and Nottingham. The book begins: “Within the last decade medical
professional practice has become a major threat to health.”

Ivan Illich: MEDICAL NEMESIS - The Expropriation of
Health

In his own words, “trained as a medieval historian and philosopher” and who taught “about the
history of friendship and the history of the art of suffering”, Ivan Illich wrote about The
Medicalization of Life in Medical Nemesis: The Expropriation of Health.

Ivan Illich - Wikipedia

His 1975 book Medical Nemesis, importing to the sociology of medicine the concept of medical
harm, argues that industrialised society widely impairs quality of life by overmedicalising life,
pathologizing normal conditions, creating false dependency, and limiting other more healthful
solutions. [2]



